Our Mississippi Flag, A Symbol of Hope

What does the Mississippi flag mean to you?  The most common reasons given by those who want to change the flag are:  (1) It is divisive; (2) it doesn’t represent “all” the people; (3) it represents a war fought to preserve slavery.  Are these accusations justified?

Is the 1894 Mississippi Flag Divisive?
In 2001, Mississippians voted 2 to 1 to retain the flag, so the overwhelming majority voted to keep it, which is a sign of unity, not divisiveness.

In the summer of 2015, House Speaker Philip Gunn said, “I believe our state’s flag has become a point of offense that needs to be removed.”  U.S. Senator Roger Wicker based his reason for changing the flag on the Christian commandment to love one’s neighbor.

What does the Bible say about “division”?  In Luke 12:51-52 Jesus Christ says, “Suppose ye that I am come to bring peace on earth?  I tell you, Nay; but rather division:  For from henceforth, there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three.”  Division can be a holy thing, indeed.  

The early Christians preached the gospel in Greece and Rome, causing so much division that government officials murdered them.  When America’s founding fathers wrote the Declaration of Independence, they brought serious charges against King George III.  Those accusations were offensive and divisive, but they needed to be written and delivered.  Doing so established our God-given right to the freedom of speech we enjoy today. 

Speaker Gunn and Senator Wicker implied that the Christian faith requires us to stop using symbols that offend others, but Christ offended the Pharisees when he told them they were hypocrites, and white-washed sepulchers.  Someone needed to say those words, and the Pharisees needed to hear them.  Speaking the truth to your neighbor is an act of love.  

Does the Flag Represent Only a Few?
There are over three million people in Mississippi, and it is impossible to get everyone  to agree on anything. Some people will always feel dissatisfied, slighted, or marginalized.  In seeking a compromise, the reasonable course is to find a solution that satisfies the majority, and the only way to get a majority opinion is to allow the people to vote on the solution.  The flag-haters say they want a new flag that represents all the people, while trying to force the removal of the current flag that has been approved by a two-thirds majority.  That’s hypocrisy.

Why War?

Northern Congressmen tried repeatedly to force Southern farmers to sell their raw materials to Northern industries, instead of industries in England or France.  In response, South Carolina declared the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 to be null and void— not binding on the state or its citizens.  At the same time, South Carolina considered secession for the first time and put the issue of “states’ rights” on the table. 

In 1860, after 30 years of fighting over tariff rates, along with the prospect of a Republican president and party platform that threatened to raise tariff rates, the people of the South— like a battered wife who finally gives up hope of a lasting marriage and moves out before losing her life— gave up hope and seceded from the Union.  When the South sought relief through secession, Lincoln pressed the North into an army and invaded the South. 

The tariff war laid the foundation for the North’s invasion of the Confederate States of America.  Slavery was a “side issue” that, generally speaking, the world had accepted for ages.  In Africa, blacks bought and sold other blacks.  If the Left’s objective is to eradicate things that can be linked to slavery, they must eradicate the entire world, which they seem determined to do!

Is the Miss. Flag a Symbol of Hope?

The Confederate battle flag was patterned on the flags of Scotland, England and the St. Andrews Cross (the Saltire or “X” on the flag).  The Scots used the St. Andrews Cross to represent resistance to the tyranny of the English government. 

The newly freed people of Germany flew the Confederate Battle Flag in 1989 when the Berlin wall was torn down.  Christian Croats in their 1993 war with Bosnia also flew the Confederate Battle Flag to proclaim the death of Communism in Europe.

In 1789, America’s founding fathers severely limited the power of the federal government, restricting it to only a short list of delegated powers (Article I, Section 8, U.S. Constitution), reserving all other power to the state governments (Amendment 10).  Later, Congress began to use money from the public treasury for un-Constitutional (illegal) actions such as subsidizing railroad and steamboat companies, and other socialistic endeavors that favored the rich and politically powerful Northern industrialists.  At the same time, and increasingly ever after, the followers of Karl Marx, greedy industrialists, and others have worked to undermine the U.S. Constitution and illegally expand the power of the federal government.  

Two opposing groups have been at war for centuries.  One group believes that governments exist to confiscate and redistribute wealth, with the lion’s share going to those who control the government through their proxies: corrupt politicians.  The other group believes government exists to provide a free and moral domain where free enterprise can flourish and labor is rewarded, thereby blessing and enriching all members of society.  

The St. Andrews Cross on the Mississippi flag symbolizes the hope that we might one day restore proper limitations on government power. 

The Dixie Alliance, Inc. is a non-profit, Mississippi corporation.

© 2016 Dixie Alliance, Inc.  All rights reserved.

Vince P. Thornton
Mr. Thornton studies Christianity, history and government at his home in Covington County, Miss.  He is a board member of the Dixie AllianceTM.
